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We are calling out in a loud voice — “Save the souls of our youth!” It is getting worse ali the time,
and unless we change the system of bringing up children at home and at school, then, these young
criminals will grow up to be professional felons.

Not so long ago, in Detroit, an American of Polish ancestry who was 23 years old stabbed his
mother with a hunting knife because she wouldn’t fix him breakfast. The detectives were saying that this
young mother killer who was leisurely playing on his concertina admitted to the crime. He said that the
murder was the result of a number of arguments during which his mother annoyed him. “She made my
life very unhappy” and he said this in a dry, cold, mocking voice. His mother who was 58 years old, died
in the ambulance on the way to the hospital. He described certain details of this crime for the police, as
to how he snatched the knife during their argument that began with the endless demands of his mother
that he go to look for a permanent job in the factory. “This morning, when she refused to fix me some
breakfast that was just too much for me. And | don’t regret what | have done.” A hardened mother-
killer.

In the final months of 1948, the Chicago police arrested a 16 year old boy suspected of
murdering his 13 year old neighbor. In the mortuary they showed him the corpse of the boy who was
supposedly murdered by him, but this 16 hear old arrested boy would not admit to any fault. At the
Police Station, further questioning of the arrested boy took place but it did not bring about any
profession of guilt. The police questioned every step of this young criminal from the day that the
murdered boy disappeared until the day his murdered corpse was found in the canal at Fuller Park.

This teenager who was accused of murder was a very clever liar. Frém the beginning he denied
that he knew the murdered boy. Later, he gave testimony which did not agree with former statements.
Later, he said that he had been with him almost until his last moment of life. Once, he testified that he
really liked his young companion; then later he said that he didn’t like him because this boy used so
many swear words in his common talk.

However, at the end he broke down and admitted to murder and to having thrown the corpse
into the canal in order to wash away all traces of the murder. In addition to this, he supposedly knew
something about another missing boy who had disappeared several months earlier.

The remains of this murdered child were found two blocks away from the recreational center
where authorities learned that the children spent time in dirty play, leading a life that was very immoral
while drinking beer and wine.

This was the third murder in a row that was carried out by an under aged criminal in the city of
Chicago in less than a year. A 13 year old murdered a 9 year old boy in the woods in the area of Thatcher
Woods, while a 14 year old boy choked a little 8 year old girl after an argument over a comic book.

In the Pittsburczanin — The Polish Pittsburgh Daily, J. Wysocki wrote: “Excuse me for interrupting
you, Ma’am, but . . . please, please . .. Sir, you are not interrupting. | wanted to know whether you read
in the paper about that little boy in New Castle, Pennsylvania . .. What boy? . . . his name is Samuel Nail
and he is 6 years old . . . No, | didn’t hear anything about him, but | presume that there are a lot of 6 year
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old boys in New Castle . . . There was an interesting article about him in the papers. Six year old Samuel
found himself in a lot of trouble because he is accused of shooting his brother . .. How? ... With a
revolver. . . He grabbed a revolver, pulled the trigger and killed his brother Jerry who was ten years old .
.. Perhaps it was an accident . . . No, it was not accidental. It was done deliberately. He shot him after an
argument over a comic book . .. But that is unbelievable . . . Unbelievable, but true. He admitted this in
court. After supper, both boys went to their room. There Jerry wanted to take the book with the comics.
Sammy took the revolver out of the drawer, aimed and pulled the trigger, and — the end. The wounded
Jerry was taken to the hospital, but he died on the way. Sammy cried later while answering the Judge’s
questions. However, he did say that he wanted to shoot his brother for taking that book, but not
forever. He cried! —a little 6 year old child!

I’'m curious to know what you have to say about this. Isn’t this a terrible thing? What is so
horrible? Why, the fact that such a child already has a murder on his conscience, that such a little child
killed someone in a fit of anger. Why, that is horrible. And what did the court do? That is a good
question. What could a court do to a 6 year old criminal? I’'m not talking about the little boy. I'm talking
about his father and mother. They? Yes, they. That wasn’t Sammy who shot his brother, but his parents
killed him, they should be held responsible — and very severely. How can there possibly be, in a home
where there are small children, a loaded revolver kept in such a place where little children have easy
access to it? Who ever heard of such a thing? Why shouldn’t these parents be severely punished? It is
really their fault. Jerry would still be alive today if it weren’t for that stupidity, that recklessness of his
parents. If it were up to me, | would show them and | would give an example to other parents so that
they would realize how careful they must be with loaded weapons in a home where there are little
children. This is terrible and abominable. It’s a pity that you even mentioned it because such things
always depress me and make me sad. Where do such parents have common sense? Where is their
conscience?”

The editor of the Polish Chicago Daily reasons thus: “In the last few weeks, all the papers had
news over which every respectful father and every good mother should pay attention to and make some
serious decisions. This refers to the loose, immoral life of their adolescents who are living without any
vestiges of shame or fear of the Lord. They are especially children between the ages of 13 and 18, both
boys and girls. The latest news, coming from Milwaukee, presents a terrible picture of debauchery,
especially among under aged girls who belong, as the press points out, to the best families in the city.

The police accidently came upon the trail of the entire affair and seized the culprits accused of
maintaining immoral relations with African Americans. The news does not give further details about the
genealogy of these girls, nor does it state anything about their upbringing, except they stress the fact
that these girls come from the best families. These girls are treading on a sinful path to a moral swamp
and they are unfailingly guilty. The authorities should take them under their care, but the greater fault is
that of their parents whose sacred duty it was to care about the upbringing of their children.

In this case, the parents are even guiltier than the girls and the boys with whom the girls went
on drinking orgies and then spent the night in the African American dance halls.
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Parents who care about their children should know exactly where their daughter or their son
stays after they leave their home. It is the duty of parents to know what kind of friends their children
have and where they spend the time scheduled for amusement or pastime.

The main reason for this pitiful state of affairs among the daughters from the best families is a
lack of religious upbringing, a lack of respect for God, for parents; And in general, for the principles of
decency and modesty. Whoever does not respect God'’s laws, that person cannot have respect for his
parents or for society and very easily falls down to the road of fallen morals.

Parents, | beg you, don’t depend on assurances, but be yourselves personally convinced of the
kind of company your sons and daughters are keeping, even when they tell you that they are going for
an ice cream and soda at the corner drug store. Remember that God watches over the one who is
protected.

| deliberately added the above views and opinions so that you would not say to me that which a
certain mother said to me many years ago — “I don’t want Father Justin to be teaching me how | am to
raise my children. Let him get his own children and raise them as he pleases.”
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March 20, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Today’s children are very different from the children of yesterday. The children of our times
differ from the children of past years. The actions and deeds of modern children are so sensational, that
they are very often written up widely and in detail on the first pages and in the headlines of our
newspapers. Some people read this news with horror. Others read it indifferently, maybe the shrug their
shoulders, maybe they wave it aside and peacefully go about the general order of the day.

In compliance with the modern trend of action in the month of October, the American
newspapers wrote about such flowers from the garden of the life of American angels: “In the State of
Illinois, in one of the bigger cities, a taxi was speeding at fifty miles an hour. Pedestrians were running
from its path and automobiles that were on the road were moving out of its path. The police sped after
it. After a five minute chase, the police caught the speeding car and stopped it. Who was sitting in the
driver’s seat? Was it a drunkard? Not at alll Was it, maybe a crazy person? No way! A little seven year
old boy sat there. He admitted that he stole the taxi. Why? To have some sun!” he admitted impudently.

In Oklahoma, two fifth grade students jumped into a private plane and flew to Texas. They
learned how to fly a plane by studying it from comic books. In Pittsburgh, a fifteen year old boy burned
down a store. Why? To take revenge on one of the clerks who made fun of him. In the State of Georgia,
a boy who had failed his exams threw a hand grenade into the classroom blowing up the entire school
building. In Brooklyn five young boys warned a teacher that bad things would happen to her if she failed
anyone in their exams. They reinforced their warning with a gun. In New York, an eight year old boy was
caught in his sixteenth robbery by breaking into apartments. In lllinois, a fourteen year old boy
murdered an eight year old girl in a fight over a comic book. In Tennessee, a sixteen year old lover killed
his thirteen year old lover and then shot himself in the head. In Glendale, California, a thirteen year old
boy fired seven bullets into his father when he was sleeping on a couch. Later he told his mother, “I shot
Dad because today, when we were at the sea shore, he was rough and insolent to me because | was
answering him back. He even went so far as to slap my face. It didn’t hurt too much, but it was
humiliating, Now, Mom, you can call the police.”

It is true that today’s children are different from the children of yesterday. Why? because
today’s parents, homes and schools differ from the parents, homes and schools of yesterday.
Yesterday’s parents not only had memorized the Ten Commandments, but they tried hard to apply them
to their life. Yesterday’s homes were not only castles, but they were fortresses and temples. Yesterday’s
schools cared less about sports, dances and other social affairs and they placed a greater stress on
character formation. Now to my talk entitled —
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THE CRIMINALITY OF ADULTS

Both parents as well as authorities either don’t know or they have forgotten that in the soul of
every child are the germs of certain dishonorable, unworthy and ignoble tendencies. For us, this is no
secret because we know that the reason for these tendencies is the corrupted human nature that was
weakened by the disobedience of our first parents towards the Creator Lord and God. However, parents
make light of these tendencies that already show up in their children. A certain educator wrote about
such a situation: “A boy has admitted to some small crime and is in the hands of the police. This ends up
with the Sergeant for the Police Captain always giving him a not so good psychological lecture.

When he commits a second crime, then maybe the Judge for Juveniles gives him a similar
reprimand and allows him to go free.

With his third crime, his parents engage a lawyer for him and they defend their little son and
gain for him his freedom under certain circumstances which we call probation or parole. But, all of this,
or this little bit helps nothing; the boy blunders along and even his parents do not notice how their pride
and joy becomes a thief and a criminal. Then there awaits him a long prison term or maybe a hanging
rope or electric chair.

Already at the first offence of such a boy, the parents should have taken appropriate and
suitable means so that the boy would not tread on devious paths. But, too often the love of parents is
blinded or completely blind. “He’s young and crazy” they say and stupidly repeat while they live in the
hope that as he grows older, he’ll come to his senses. Once in a while, this may happen, but much more
often, it is the opposite. That little vein of evil could probably be easily eliminated after the first crime. It
is much more difficult to eliminate it after the third and fourth crime.

In the Polish News | read the following complaint: “There is too much lawlessness among the
young people. The Commissioner of Conservation in Milwaukee said that there was a lot of damage
done in the parks by those who have no respect for public property. In the State parks about a dozen or
so grilles were stolen from stoves. Other grilles were broken or pulled apart. The wood which the park
workers had cut down and stacked in piles was stolen. This was taken out of the parks in big trucks. The
picnic areas were full of litter, initials were carved out on the tables and the tables were thrown in the
lake.

In one park, several automobiles were stolen. Some built bonfires in forbidden areas, thus
endangering trees, shelters and other public buildings. In some parks, shingles were torn from the roofs
and these were burned despite the fact that there was wood nearby for that purpose. In automobiles,
they drove into shelters and knocked them apart.

In the area of Ozaukee, young boys and school girls tore branches from trees, tore down the
fences and ruined the sign boards, using the branches, fences and sign boards for burning. Trees and
shrubs are destroyed on the beaches.
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Young people are wrong in the way they play. There are more and more complaints being made
about them. Their juvenile delinquency continues to spread. The complaints are growing. Their criminal
whims are growing and the damages done by boys and girls who were not brought up properly continue
to multiply exactly now, when there is prosperity, there is such a wide profligacy of youth.

During the past weeks, there were many cases in Juvenile Court. Juveniles today are more prone
to various adventures and excesses than they ever were before. They say that parents allow children too
much freedom and they give them money. On the other hand, there are boys who do not receive money
from their parents therefore, they steal in order to be equal to those who have money.

Presently, the courts cannot hold back the waves of delinquency. It is here that parents can do
so much and yet, very few parents remember their urgent, burning, sacred obligation. They also say that
now is the time for delinquency to be spoken of in church. That would have a saving effect. They must
tell our young people that the way they play is totally wrong, and they must tell parents to get more
involved and in charge of their children. It is important to remember that the future of entire
generations depends upon how children are brought up now. “What is bred in the bone will come out in
the flesh.”

Parents, do not forget about your children. Don’t let them become vandals and don’t let them
become thieves. Children must be brought up in the very best way. Remember that the Catholic school
gives children the very best education.

The Polish Courier argues thus: “Two tragic incidents which happened towards the end of last
week caused the death of five youths and the wounding of several other young people who were
returning from the students’ football game played in the public square which is not new by any means.
On account of these tragic accidents, plus the wantonness which the students display during the games
and when they are returning from the games to go home, a proposal was made to cancel the students’
night games. Just the Transportation Agency calculated that these young people cause about $500
worth of damage every week in the buses and street cars in which they return from these games Mayor
Frank Zeidler supported that thought and said, “There is no doubt that a gathering of a greater number
of young people during the night hours exerts a peculiar psychological effect on them leading to
mischievous pranks or tragedies like those that happened during the past days.”

The school authorities are against the cancellation of the night games insisting that the same
atmosphere accompanies games during the day. Regardless as to who is right and who isn’t, something
must be done in order to curb or suppress the lawless youth, especially the wild ones that are among
them.

Every growing generation is a worry to their parents, to authorities and to society, but, itis a
fact that in general, the youth of today, generally speaking, is no worse than it was formerly. However,
one must admit that today, the average boy and girl is a great deal more pampered. They lead a much
more comfortable life than their parents did, they are not forced to work, neither round the home nor
at some paying job and they receive money from their parents for amusements and for luxuries. In this
manner they are deprived of the feelings of all responsibilities.
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Despite the fact that in general, their upbringing leaves much to be desired, today’s youth are
no worse than previous generations were. They possess the same feelings, instincts and tendencies both
good and bad. Like those before them, today just a few instigators are needed, who by their example
and their encouragement, will change a gathering of young people into a gang of savages who have no
respect for anything, not even their own reputation, health or even their own life. If the influence of
their home and school upbringing has no effect, then the police and court authorities must sternly stop
being indulgent to those who are responsible for this type of excesses, for disturbing the public peace,
for wrecking public and private property and sometimes courting tragedy. When one, two or several
such instigators are duly punished, this will have to have an additional effect of the rest.

Let us refer once more to the Polish News which reminds us: “Not too long ago we wrote about
the incidents which took place after a football match on the streets of the city of Milwaukee. It led to a
brawl between the young people and the police. Several youngsters of school age were arrested and the
police chief declared that he will not tolerate further pranks and will mercilessly fight every crime.

Two weeks later the entire town was shaken by the unbelievable news of the arrest of a few
juvenile girls who often played with African Americans in various joints all night long. It would seem that
the school authorities and the police will prevent another similar transgression from occurring and will
work closely with the parents in educating young people and taking care of juveniles. In the process of
investigation, it became evident that these young girls who were spending entire nights beyond their
homes were girls from the best homes and students from the best schools. In some instances the
parents knew about this, that their daughters were spending nights in unknown surroundings and in
suspicious places, yet they did not prevent them. The age of these young girls was around 14 — 15 years.

Besides many individual crimes among young people a breaking of the law often happens along
with a lawless wild collective gathering. Especially football matches give the reason for this type of
hooliganism to give vent to energy.

Yesterday, after a game with Green Bay, hundreds of wild youngsters arranged a demonstration
on the streets of the city. They took down the street lights and the parked cars. They also beat up the
policemen. A huge crowd of youths gathered at the town hall demanding the release of the few youths
who had been arrested by the police. This huge crowd of young people numbering about 800, broke the
windows of the town hall using bottles and other objects.

When Mayor Dominic Olejniczak showed up outside and called upon the youngsters to disperse,
he missed, by a hair getting hit by a bottle which flew past him. After unsuccessful appeals to disperse, it
was necessary to call in the fire brigade who succeeded in scattering the mob with their fire hoses. After
dispersing the mob at 12:30, small groups went into town and the police had to intervene at various
points until eight o’clock that morning. The official agents consider yesterday’s happenings as the worst
in the history of Green Bay. The damages that were done by the breaking of windows and the
demolishing of private automobiles were worth several thousands of dollars. The lawlessness grew to
such a degree that the young people not only broke the reflectors and the windows of the automobiles,
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but they also attacked the fire brigade which arrived in front of the town hall in order to scatter this mob
that tried to overturn the trucks and to slice their hoses.

The Mayor of the town and the chief of police will visit the school authorities in order to forbid
them from scheduling games during evening hours just as was done in Milwaukee after the last
incidents in that city. After these games, the young people always spill out into the streets of the city
and under the influence of liquor, they carry out these kinds of brawls. However, will these police
regulations prevent such excesses by these young people and will they teach them to respect the law as
well as private property? Of course not. One must reach deeper into the bases of upbringing at home
and at school and there seek the reason for our young people’s behavior.

The columns of our daily newspapers swarm with the descriptions of the terrible crimes of
under-age youngsters who often are still children. On a daily order there are: hold-ups, robberies,
murders and suicides. Almost daily we read about such tragedies: a fourteen year old boy shot his eight
year old sister . . . a nine year old youngster killed his mother . . . a fourteen year old Polish girl shot
herself because she was disappointed in love . . . a fifteen year old youth admitted to the murder of a
minister’s wife . . . a high school student killed his friend and then committed suicide . . . a thirteen year
old burglar was caught in a store . . . police arrested a fourteen year old arsonist . . . a ten year old boy
stole a hundred twenty dollars . . . and it goes on, and on, and on. These are only a few titles of the news
from the world of the young generation in our country.

In the search for reasons for this terrible and lamentable state, we come to the conclusion that
they lay, above all, in a bad upbringing, especially, in the lack of upbringing and protection in the home.
The most criminals are recruited from homes where the parents do not live together, they are either
divorced or they are not living a good life. They come from families in which the father and the mother,
both have jobs and no one takes care of the upbringing of the children. It often happens that the mother
works at night and the father during the day or in the opposite order, and meanwhile, their child has
total freedom and no one knows what he is doing or when no one is concerned about him and no one
controls him. A child who is left alone at home to his own devices, having total freedom and feeling
bored at home, reads various improper newspapers, criminal books and comics, goes to theaters where
they are showing shameful movies and spends evenings and nights roaming the alleys and streets.

The imagination of a child is so tender and sensitive to various kinds of uncanny and improbable
stories that affect him in a sick way and force him to commit various offences and often crimes which he
sometimes doesn’t even realize that he is doing. The most popular crimes are break-ins, robbery,
breaking windows and ruining private and public property. Some sports and entertainments call forth
from young people their sleeping evil instincts which impel them to collective crimes; almost after every
game there are greater or lesser brawls that take place. Of no use are the orders of the police or the
efforts of schools, organizations and clubs if a child will not have stable and responsible care at home, a
Christian upbringing and at the same time, a good example at home.




